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AJ’s Seafood Grille can take the 
stress out of your rehearsal dinner 

GOOD FOOD IS GOOD HEALTH

It’s sort of passé now, 
but if you’re 40 to 
50 years old, you 

may remember when 
the circus came to town. 
Parents used to worry 
about their children 
running away to join 
the circus. Actually, in 
the early 1930s until the 
early 1950s kids did, in 
fact, do just that. Kids 
would escape from the 
boredom of school and 
daily chores like milking the cows for the 
adventure of the circus.

If you are planning a wedding, you may 
long for an escape, as well. Nobody can ap-
preciate the responsibility, stress and pressure 
of organizing your wedding, your special 
day. You are pulled in 20 different directions 
by 20 different relatives and friends. You may 
even feel like escaping — like joining the cir-
cus — and leaving your troubles behind.

Now, flash forward several months and 
imagine it’s the day before your wedding.
Do you have butterflies yet? 

Not to worry, the rehearsal for your wed-
ding and the fellowship afterwards with 
friends and family is supposed to prepare you 
for your wedding day. That is the true func-
tion of the rehearsal and the dinner that fol-
lows: to prepare you and the wedding party 
for the wedding day. The pre-wedding meal 
dates back to Biblical times. 

The rehearsal dinner will help relieve the 
stress and get two families to relax and enjoy 
each other’s company. If your bridesmaids or 
groomsmen don’t know each other and they 
are nervous, then your rehearsal and dinner 
will go a long way in reducing that stress. 

AJ Õs p rov ides p er fec t s e t t ing
While this may be your first rehearsal 

dinner, the staff at AJ’s Seafood Grille has 
done hundreds. We can turn that one night 
into a lifetime of fond memories. When 

Tips for planning 
the ultimate 
rehearsal dinner

The old rhyme got it wrong: 
First comes love, then comes 
rehearsal dinner, and then 

comes marriage and the baby in the 
baby carriage. Rehearsal dinners usu-
ally are celebratory fetes held after the 
dress rehearsal for the wedding. Tradi-
tionally, the groom and his family are 
responsible for organizing the event, 
but sometimes the couple will handle 
things on their own. 

What’s nice about a rehearsal din-
ner is that it can be as fancy or as ca-
sual as you would like, depending on 
your budget and what kind of party 
you’d like to throw.

A restaurant like AJ’s Seafood 
Grille is a perfect location for your 
rehearsal dinner. The restaurant’s staff 
takes care of all the details, the food 
is fantastic, and they handle the clean 
up, all of which gives the bridal party, 
their friends and family more time to 
visit and have fun. 

In addition, a restaurant like AJ’s 
has more character than your typical 
wedding hall or country club dining 
room, and is more intimate, which is 
just what you want for a small to mid-
size gathering.

Normally your guest list will in-
clude immediate family, members of 
the wedding party, their spouses, the 
officiant and his or her spouse. Out-of-
town guests can also be included.

As with a wedding, what makes for 
a successful rehearsal dinner is plan-
ning. You should start planning your 
rehearsal dinner about six months to a 
year in advance of the wedding. 

Your biggest task is deciding on 
the dinner’s location. Draw up a list 
of candidates and visit potential loca-
tions. Interview the management at 

by John Taylor, 
Founder

The upcoming second location of AJ’s Seafood Grille, as depicted here in an artist’s sketch, will 

open soon overlooking the lake at the Township in Ridgeland, off Highland Colony Parkway. It 

will provide AJ’s with even more capacity to host rehearsal dinners and other special events in 

the restaurant’s private dining room.

AJÕs SEAFOOD GRILL, continued on 2

Your guests will be impressed with our award-winning seafood

REHEARSAL DINNER,
continued on 4



2 Special Bridal IssueAJ’s Seafood Grille Food for Thought

you consult with Alex, our manager, or 
Lucy, they will put you at ease. We build 
that special night around you and what 
you want. They are experts at planning a 
memorable rehearsal dinner that is within 
your budget. 

Aw ard -w inn ing f ood
Of course, the food served at your re-

hearsal dinner should be as memorable as 
your special evening. From our award-win-
ning Chilean Sea Bass entree, to a variety 

of fresh seafood, steaks and chops, as well 
as a full service bar, your guests will be de-
lighted that you held your rehearsal dinner 
at AJ’s, which has been named the “Best 
Seafood Restaurant in Mississippi” by Mis-
sissippi magazine.

Every rehearsal dinner is unique and it 
needs to reflect who you are. We can handle 
everything from flowers and jazz trios for 
entertainment, to specialized menus and 
audio-visual equipment. 

AJ’s currently has two private rooms that 

hold up to 50 people, and the private room 
at our new location, overlooking the lake at 
the Township in Ridgeland, will hold even 
more people. AJ’s has catered off-site for 
more than 300 people, or you may prefer 
to have an elegant buffet or a nice sit-down 
service in our restaurant. 

I hope you will consider AJ’s Seafood 
Grille when you begin planning your re-
hearsal dinner. We can make sure your 
memory of that night remains for a lifetime. 
To speak with Alex or Lucy about how AJ’s 
can make your rehearsal dinner special, call 
601-956-2588.

AJ’s Seafood Grille, continued from front page 

Wonderful weddings don’t just hap-
pen. They require a lot of plan-
ning. But if you’re careful about 

organizing your to-dos and give yourself suf-
ficient time, it can be nearly hassle-free. 

Here are some tips, so your big day will 
go off without a hitch.

 Start planning early: What makes 
wedding planning difficult is when 

you try to squeeze too many tasks into too 
little time. Give yourself plenty of time to 
organize, which will make life easier. (See 
our handy timeline on the next page for 
when to start planning what.)

 Use organizational tools: Find a way 
to organize your tasks. Use whatever 

works for you: a regular calendar, a date 
book, a year-in-advance calendar that you 
can buy at an office supply store, or even 
project management software. The idea is 
to find a way to document and track all the 
tasks associated with the wedding.

 Do a little each week: As you count-
down to the wedding, set aside time 

each week to work on your wedding to-dos. 
If you chip away at your tasks a little bit at 
a time, you’ll find it a lot easier to manage 
rather than facing a yard-long list two weeks 
before the wedding. 

 Delegate, delegate, delegate: Re-
member to divvy up responsibilities. 

The bride and her mother don’t have to 
be the sole organizers. Both the bride and 
groom should help each other plan the wed-
ding. A side benefit of including the groom 
is that his involvement will ensure he will 
truly feel a part of the celebration. 

 Compromises may be needed: Al-
though it can be difficult, be flexible. 

That means that the bride and groom and 

their respective parents compromise. No-
body should get his or her way 100 percent of 
the time. If the groom is allergic to chocolate, 
the bride shouldn’t insist on a chocolate wed-
ding cake, even if that’s her favorite kind. If 
she has her heart set on a very formal, large 
wedding and the groom wants a low-key 
affair, try to compromise. There’s plenty of 
room between “Let’s get married in wetsuits 
on the beach” and “I want the groom and his 
groomsmen in white coats and tails.”

 Expect the unexpected: No matter 
how well you plan, something prob-

ably will go awry on your wedding day. 
When it does, take a deep calming breath 
and focus on problem-solving. Look for solu-

tions, seek help and forget the blame game. 
For example, your wedding photographer is 
a no-show. Instead of spending useless time 
worrying you could: a) Enlist Uncle Ralph 
who is a photography nut, to be your “offi-
cial” photographer; b) Have your “gofer” run 
out and buy disposable cameras and make 
all your guests your wedding paparazzi; 
or c) Use Uncle Ralph and the disposable 
cameras.

 The Internet can be your guide: Use 
your computer to minimize legwork. 

On the Web you can find everything from 
wedding vow suggestions to just about any 
wedding vendor, from your photographer 
to your cake designer. Just do a Web search 
for whatever you’re looking for, and you’ll 
likely find it. 

 Do a test run in gown and shoes: 
Before the wedding, the bride should 

practice wearing her gown and the shoes she 
will be wearing. Formal gowns can be hard 
to get into — that’s why queens and kings 
in days of yore had ladies- and men-in-wait-
ing to help them get dressed. And you don’t 
want to get foot blisters on your wedding day 
or take a pratfall on the dance floor because 
you are unused to your shoes. 

 Prepare an emergency pack: It’s 
also a good idea for the bride to pack 

a small emergency bag. Pack a needle and 
thread for instant gown repairs, tissues, hair 
spray, aspirin, nail polish, safety pins and 
anything else that might be helpful. 

 Eat a big meal beforehand: Both the 
bride and groom should try and eat a 

big breakfast or lunch before the wedding. 
You may find yourself too busy or too ex-
cited to eat at your reception. Also try and 
get plenty of sleep the night before. 

Don’t plan your wedding without reading these tips!
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HolidayÕs date has varied throughout history

For every wedding task, there is a sea-
son, and having a timeline can be a 
great way to make the wedding plan-

ning more manageable and ensure no detail 
is forgotten.

A Y ear B e fore
 Start brainstorming about what type of 

wedding you want, and how much money 
you have to spend.

 Decide who will help you with the plan-
ning. Do you want your parents to help? 
Are they in a position to do so? How 
much time does the bride have or the 
groom? What about siblings? Maybe the 
best solution is a wedding consultant. 

 Pick a wedding date and time, as well as 
several alternates. Check with your offi-
ciant, your wedding/reception locations 
and important guests before choosing.

 Investigate places to have your wedding 
and reception. 

Eight t o 1 0 M ont hs B e fore
 Shop and order your wedding gown.
 Think about what food you want to serve 

at your reception.
 Decide on music for your ceremony, the 

reception and the rehearsal dinner. Inter-
view and line up musicians or a DJ.

 Start researching and selecting your key 
wedding vendors, including your florist, 
photographer, videographer, cake de-
signer and so on.

 Research and book accommodations for 
your out-of-town guests.

 Register for gifts.
 Research and choose a site for rehearsal 

dinner, such as AJ’s Seafood Grille.

Six t o E ight M ont hs B e fore
 Order bridesmaid dresses.
 Start planning your honeymoon.
 Send out “save the date” cards, particu-

larly if you are getting married on a holi-
day like Labor Day. 

Four t o S ix M ont hs B e fore
 Order invitations and wedding rings.
 Reserve or buy formal wear for the groom 

and his groomsmen.

Three M ont hs B e fore
 Mail your invitations.
 Write your vows.
 Purchase gifts for parents, attendants and 

for each other.
 Check-in with vendors, confirm and iron-

out last minute details.
 Create wedding program.

Tw o W eek s B e fore
 Review the final RSVP list and call any 

guests who have not yet sent a response. 
 Review with photographer and videogra-

pher what pictures you want taken and 
who should be in your formals.

 Deliver final song list to your DJ or band 
leader. In addition to mentioning favorite 
songs that you want played, give input on 
songs that you don’t want to hear.

 Confirm details of your rehearsal dinner, 
including number attending, with the 
place that is hosting your dinner.

 Bride should get pre-wedding haircut.

One W eek B e fore
 Give reception site your final head count 

for meals and remember to include your 
photographer, the band, etc.

 Coordinate vendor requests with the loca-
tion manager. For example, does the DJ 
need a table or does the wedding cake 
designer have any special requests?

 Plan seating for reception.
 Print or write place and table cards.
 Confirm arrangements with vendors.
 Give your ceremony and site mangers a 

schedule of vendor deliveries and set up 
times, in addition to contact numbers.

 Groom gets his hair trimmed.

Tw o t o T hree D ays B e fore
 Get bride’s dress pressed or steamed.
 Groom goes for final fitting and pick up 

of formal wear.
 Give place cards, table cards, favors, etc. 

to the reception hall.
 Confirm limo times and locations.
 Arrange for airport and wedding day 

transportation for out-of-town guests.

Day B e fore
 Give all wedding professionals an emer-

gency phone number (your mother’s cell 
number or the phone number for another 
person who can handle emergencies).

 Write checks for vendors and arrange for 
payment the day of the ceremony. (Par-
ents can handle wedding day payments 
or the best man can, as well.)

Night B e fore
 Rehearse the ceremony and bring any 

needed items to the ceremony location. 
For example, aisle runner, yarmulkes, 
candles.

 Give marriage license to your officiant.
 Hold rehearsal dinner.
 Give your attendants their gifts at the 

rehearsal dinner.

Wedding D ay
 Present parents and each other with 

gifts.
 Give wedding bands to ring bearers or to 

the best man and the maid of honor to 
hold during the ceremony.

 Give best man the officiant’s fee enve-
lope.

 Introduce your reception site manager 
to your wedding consultant, your maid 
of honor or another person who will be 
coordinating things for you.

 Assign a family member to help the pho-
tographer know who is who.

Post -w edd ing
 Have prearranged deliverers return any 

rentals, take bride’s gown for cleaning 
and return groom’s tux to rental shop.

 Send thank-you notes for gifts.
 Arrange for name changes.
Adapted from TheKnot.com.

Timeline and checklist to make wedding planning easier
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North Regency Shopping Center
900 E. County Line Rd., Suite 107, Ridgeland, MS

Phone: 601-956-2588 Fax: 601-956-2766
Web site: www.ajsgrille.com

Hours of Operation
Monday-Friday: 11 a.m.-2 p.m. & 5 p.m.-10 p.m.

Saturday: 5 p.m.-10 p.m. Sunday: Closed

GOOD FOOD IS GOOD HEALTH

Seafood  Steaks  Pasta
Catering  2 private meeting/group rooms

REHEARSAL DINNER, continued from front page 
each location, explain what type of gath-
ering you want to have, sample the food, 
check references and get bids based on your 
estimate of how many people will be attend-
ing, as well as what type of food you would 
like served.

Once you compare locations, manage-
ment and food, you will likely find that AJ’s 
Seafood Grille is the perfect location for your 
rehearsal dinner. And you will learn why 
hundreds of engaged couples have let the 
staff at AJ’s take the stress out of planning a 
rehearsal dinner.

At the same time you scope out loca-
tions, decide whether you’ll have any form 
of entertainment or music at the gathering 
and, if so, research musicians and hire the 
performers. At a restaurant like AJ’s, they 

can assist you in this process.
One nice, heartfelt form of entertainment 

can be showing a slide show, PowerPoint 

presentation or video that documents the 
bride’s and groom’s lives: their childhoods, 
how they met, etc. 

Usually rehearsal dinners are a time for 

toasts from each side of the family, so en-
courage the bridal party to make the ef-
fort.

Keep in touch with the location regard-
ing any changes in your plans and the fi-
nal headcount, and confirm all menu and 
room set-up details a couple of days before 
the dinner. 

Remember to give your attendants their 
thank-you gifts. Also be sure to give your 
parents and anyone else who was instru-
mental to the planning some small gift of 
appreciation.

Follow these steps and they will lead you 
to the perfect rehearsal dinner.

For more information about holding 
your rehearsal dinner at AJ’s Seafood Grille, 
please call Alex or Lucy at 601-956-2588.

One nice, heartfelt form of 
entertainment can be show-
ing a slide show, PowerPoint 
presentation or video that 
documents the brideÕs and 
groomÕs lives.

Fill out and submit this form at AJ’s Seafood Grille’s bridal 
show booth, and the restaurant will waive the usual $200 
private dining room fee for your future rehearsal dinner or 
other event.

Name: ____________________  Phone: ______________

Address:  _______________________________________

 ______________________________________________

Free use of AJ’s private dining room
($200 value!)Come and try the award-winning food at AJ’s Seafood Grille 

and see why the restaurant’s private dining rooms would be 
a perfect place to hold your rehearsal dinner or other event. 
You will receive dinner for two for $39.99, plus tip and tax. 
Offer includes two entrees worth up to $20 each, plus appe-
tizer or dessert, and two glasses of wine.

Name: ____________________  Phone: ______________

Address:  _______________________________________

 ______________________________________________

Dinner for two at AJ’s, only $39.99!


