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AJÕs wins yet another award 
for Best Seafood Restaurant 

GOOD FOOD IS GOOD HEALTH

Enjoy more perks 
through our new 
VIP programs

The new developments going up 
on Highland Colony Parkway will 
contain more than 16 new eating es-
tablishments alone. 

When I Þrst moved to Madison in 
the late 1970s, we only had CeramiÕs 
and Western Sizzler. That was be-
fore we had a stoplight in Madison 
County!

My wife, Lucy, worries about all 
this competition, but I thrive on the 
challenge because I believe it forces us 
to become a better restaurant. 

In our Þrst newsletter, I stressed 
that AJÕs wanted to become l ike 
ÒCheers,Ó the bar made famous by 
the classic television show. We want 
to be the local, family run place where 
everyone knows your name. That re-
mains our vision for our restaurant.  

V IP C lub
Our VIP Loyalty Rewards Pro-

gram was started last year as a means 
to help us reward you for choosing to 
dine with us. We wanted to stand out 
from our competition. 

I have seen other restaurants try 
and copy our program recently. ThatÕs 
Þne, because I plan to improve our 
program, making it harder on them! 

The latest 
r epor t s 
show that 

there are now al-
most 1 mi l l ion 
restaurants in the 
United States, 
with more be-
ing built every-
day. Ridgeland 
has more than 
150 restaurants 
for only 28,000 
residents. 

by John Taylor, 
Founder

MORE PERKS, continued on 3

The Best Independent Restaurants 
Association recently awarded AJÕs 
Seafood Grille with its category Plate 

Award for Best Seafood Restaurant.  
After a mystery shop with national guide-

lines and standards, BIRA judged AJÕs Sea-
food Grille to meet its rigorous standards for 
its category Gold Plate Award.

ÒAJÕs Seafood Grille has distinguished 
itself as one of the best restaurants within 
MississippiÓ says Robert Skrob, Executive 
Director of the Best Independent Restau-
rants Association. 

ÒOur mystery shoppers gave us a terriÞc 
report, and we are proud to include it in our 
exclusive nationwide directory.Ó

The Best Independent Restaurants As-
sociation is a national trade association en-
couraging consumers everywhere to dine at 
our nationÕs best independent restaurants.  
Consumers everywhere can trust that win-
ners of BIRAÕs category Plate Award provide 
a terriÞc dining experience.  

AJÕs founder John Taylor says: ÒWe are 
grateful to America for the opportunity to 
live out our dreams. We believe in God, 
family, friends, hard work, our restaurant, 
and our future. Dreams do come true in 
America.

ÒI am proud that the Best Independent 
Restaurant Association has awarded AJÕs 
Seafood Grille its category Plate Award,Ó he 
added. ÒIt is terriÞc to be recognized by our 
industry for providing a ÔWOWÕ dining ex-
perience for our guests. Now, new guests can 
Þnd out what our loyal guests already know: 
AJÕs is a great place to dine out.Ó

Besides this award, AJÕs has won nu-
merous top food awards from ÒTaste of 
Mississippi,Ó and has received many other 
honors.

AJÕs Seafood Grille has served Jackson 
metro residents for more than eight years.  
It is located in the North Regency Shop-
ping Center on County Line Road and can 
be reached at (601) 956-2588.  

AJÕs Seafood Grille is a locally owned, award-winning restaurant known for its fresh Þsh and sea-
food, pasta dishes, steaks and wine selection.
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Customer proÞle

Kakey and Rick Chaney prize superior 
products and service. ThatÕs the rea-
son Rick got into computer retailing 

about 17 years ago with User Friendly Inc., 
an Apple Macintosh shop, and why Kakey 
later joined him. 

The Chaneys, who bought User Friendly 
about seven years ago, are out to help people 
do more with a home computer than just 
have a gloriÞed word processor. They Þnd 
that Apple computers are a perfect platform 
for that. 

When the couple wants a great meal and 
superb service comparable to their ÒtastyÓ 
computer offerings, Kakey and Rick dine 
at AJÕs Seafood Grille.

The Chaneys found out about AJÕs Sea-
food Grille through some friends of Ka-
keyÕs about six years ago. What keeps the 
couple coming back is the friendly service, 
as well as the Þne seafood and the wonder-
ful sauces that adorn the main dishes, the 
couple says. 

ÒThey lay out such a nice table, and the 
quality of the seafood is excellent,Ó Rick 
says of AJÕs,  which has been named ÒBest 
Seafood Restaurant in MississippiÓ by Mis-
sissippi magazine.

Rick usually orders the Þsh of the day 
when the couple dines at the restaurant. One 
of the more memorable meals the Chaneys 
have had at AJÕs Seafood Grille was the 
award-winning Chilean Sea Bass entree, 
served with salsa, the couple explained. 

ÒThe Þsh wasnÕt on the menu, but I asked 
and they had it,Ó Rick recalls. ÒIt was like 
eating a cloud.Ó

Rick and Kakey enjoy AJÕs so much that 
they not only dine there on a regular basis, 
they also purchase AJÕs gift certiÞcates and 
give them out to friends. 

Sa les a nd s er v ic e
Rick sees parallels between the quality 

of the meals at AJÕs and the quality of the 
computer products that User Friendly sells. 
Before joining and then assuming ownership 
of the Macintosh dealer, Rick worked for an 
auto parts chain as an inventory manager. 
He automated a lot of his employerÕs back-
ofÞce functions and when the Macintosh 
came on the scene, Rick realized how much 
more an Apple computer could do, especially 
for home users when compared to other, less 
user friendly computers.

 The User Friendly store is a Òhybrid,Ó ac-
cording to Rick. It has a storefront where it 
Òshows all the hardware for Apple including 
the latest products, but we are also a service 

shop,Ó Rick says. ÒWe do both commercial 
and residential work.Ó

 When they are not working at User 
Friendly or dining at AJÕs, Rick enjoys pho-
tography and Kakey is an Election Commis-
sioner for Madison County.

St rong ly s uppor t s t roops
After doing a four-year stint in the Navy, 

Rick has a soft spot for veterans. Both he and 
Kakey are active in helping local veterans, 
as well as current military personnel and 
their families.  

ÒWe do what we can to help veterans in 
need, and we assist military [personnel] who 
are currently serving overseas in getting their 
iPods and laptops repaired,Ó Rick says. 

In fact, User Friendly got a call from a 
soldier serving in Iraq who had a malfunc-
tioning iPod. 

ÒWe asked him send it to us, took care of 
the issues he was having, and then returned it 

ASAP,Ó Kakey says. ÒIf we can provide even 
the smallest of service to our soldiers, then 
we feel we have helped.Ó

 In addition to sending its own care pack-
ages to soldiers, User Friendly keeps a sup-
ply of empty United States Postal Service 
one-rate boxes on hand so anyone can Þll 
up and send a box and support U.S. troops 
in harms way. 

ÒWe have labels so people can send things 
to a particular soldier, or we have a list of 
soldiersÕ names that people can draw from,Ó 
Kakey says.

If you are interested in sending a care 
package, drop by User Friendly at 104 Vil-
lage Boulevard in Madison and pick up a 
box to send. 

I f you have quest ions about Apple 
products or service, give the store a call at 
(601) 856-4622 or visit its Web site at www 
.userfriendlyjackson.com for directions.

Local Apple dealer prefers AJÕs seafood, service

Madison based User Friendly Inc. is owned and operated by Rick and Kakey Chaney.
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MORE PERKS, continued from front page 
More than 540 families have taken ad-

vantage of this VIP program. We average 
more than 35 new families a month. If you 
havenÕt had the opportunity to join this 
group, please do on your next visit to AJÕs.

When you Þrst join, you receive a 5% dis-
count off your meal that evening. You then 
earn points on each subsequent visit, which 
count toward free dinners and gifts. 

We also make sure to provide special 
perks to you like eating free on your birth-
day and anniversary. We provide a great 
Web site where you can follow your award 
points, and we also send a joke of the week 
via e-mail along with your point total to 
keep you updated. 

No one else in town is doing this. We 
want to add value to your AJÕs experience. 
This is expensive for us to do. But our 
loyal guests are very important to us, and 
you are worth it! Best of all, this VIP Loy-
alty Program is totally FREE. It costs you 
nothing.

Tw o n ew V IP c lubs
AJÕs Seafood Grille is now introducing 

two new exclusive customer reward pro-
grams: the Silver Club and Gold Club. 

We are limiting the number of mem-
bers who can join to 100 per club and are 
charging a minimal monthly fee to keep it 
exclusive. 

Of course, we are offering amazing perks 
associated with each level to make it fun and 
rewarding for you. 

On the f irst of each month, we will 
charge your credit card for your monthly 
fee and mail you your FREE gift certiÞcate 
along with receipts from your ÒSign and 
GoÓ privilege. 

Here are the highlights of the various 
programs:

V IP L oya l t y P rogram : F REE
!  FREE Quarterly Newsletter
!  5% Off Initial Meal
!  Points Awarded 
!  FREE Birthday EntrŽe ($15.00)
!  FREE Anniversary EntrŽe ($15.00)

Si l ve r V IP C lub : $ 49.99 /m ont h
!  ÒSign and GoÓ Privileges
!  FREE Quarterly Newsletter
!  5% Off Initial Meal
!  Award Points Per Visit

!  FREE Birthday EntrŽe  for You and 
Spouse ($30.00 Value Yearly)

!  FREE Anniversary EntrŽe ($15.00 Value 
Yearly)

!  One FREE Appetizer Monthly ($96.00 
Yearly)

!  One FREE Dessert Monthly ($96.00 
Yearly)

!  One FREE Bot t le Wine M onthly 
($240.00 Yearly)

!  One FREE Bottle Champagne Yearly 
($35 Value)

!  One FREE $10 Gift CertiÞcate Monthly 
($120.00 Yearly)

!  One Catering Discount (15% Yearly)

Go ld V IP C lub : $ 99.99 /m ont h
!  Special Gold Card (Double Reward 

Points)
!  ÒSign and GoÓ Privileges
!  FREE Quarterly Newsletter
!  Members Only Reservation Line
!  Members Only Special Seating (Wine 

Room at New Restaurant)
!  5% Off Initial Visit
!  FREE Birthday EntrŽe for You and 

Spouse ($30.00 Value Yearly)
!  FREE Anniversary EntrŽe ($15.00 Value 

Yearly)
!  One FREE Appetizer Monthly ($96.00 

Yearly)
!  One FREE Dessert Monthly ($96.00 

Yearly)
!  One FREE Bot t le Wine M onthly 

($240.00 Yearly)
!  One FREE Bottle Champagne Yearly 

($35 Value)
!  Bring Your Own Bottle Privilege (Price-

less)
!  One FREE $25 Gift CertiÞcate Monthly 

($300 Yearly)
!  One Catering Discount (15% Yearly)
!  Private Room Charge Waived ($500 Per 

Visit)

Save 5 0% f or a l im i t ed t im e
We are offering a limited time discount 

for the Þrst 47 families or companies that 
sign up at 50% off the monthly member-
ship rate for 2007. 

A Silver Club membership will cost $25 
per month and a Gold Club membership will 
cost $50 per month until the end of 2007. 

In 2008, we will charge you the regular 
rate. Our money-back guarantee always ap-
plies and you may cancel your membership 
at anytime.

For more information on these ex-
citing new customer rewards programs, 
please stop by AJÕs or call the restaurant at 
(601) 956-2588.

Best of all this VIP Loyalty 
Program is totally FREE.

HolidayÕs date has varied throughout history

Reader contest

I f you know what state capital city is 
shown in the photo above, you could win 
a $25 AJÕs Seafood Grille gift certiÞcate. 

Fill out the entry below, cut it out and drop 
it off in person at AJÕs by Aug. 31, 2007. All 
correct answers will be entered into a draw-
ing in which 20 winners will be chosen, each 
winning a $25 gift certiÞcate. (Photocopies 
of the entry blank are not allowed.)

What city is shown in 
the photo above?

What city is shown in the photo? 

 ____________________________

Name: _______________________

Phone: _______________________

Address:  _____________________

 ____________________________

Treat yourse l f t o t he 
w or ldÕs Þ nest b eef
AJÕs is now serving a luxury 
hamburger, made from world-
famous Kobe beef, imported from 
Japan. This $25 hamburger is 
served with sauteed portabella 
mushrooms and feta cheese on an 
onion roll, along with vegetables, 
potatos and a salad. Try one!
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AJÕs Seafood Grille
North Regency Shopping Center
900 E. County Line Rd., Suite 107
Ridgeland, MS 39157

North Regency Shopping Center
900 E. County Line Rd., Suite 107, Ridgeland, MS

Phone: 601-956-2588 Fax: 601-956-2766
Web site: www.ajsgrille.com

Hours of Operation
Monday-Friday: 11 a.m.-2 p.m. & 5 p.m.-10 p.m.

Saturday: 5 p.m.-10 p.m. Sunday: Closed

GOOD FOOD IS GOOD HEALTH

Seafood "  Steaks "  Pasta
Catering "  2 private meeting/group rooms

On your next visit to AJÕs Seafood 
Grille, look for these new exciting 
and tasty menu items: stone crab 

claws; Key West redÞsh (blackened with 
black bean salsa and Key Lime aioli); coco-
nut fried grouper with mango chutney; crab 
stuffed shrimp (this item has already outsold 
crabcakes as our most popular appetizer); 
and calamari fried with banana peppers, 
pico de gallo and Key lime aioli (as seen on 
WLBT-TV). 

On a limited basis, we will also serve 
blueÞn tuna (when available). This is the 
best grade and species of tuna available in 
the world. 

Try these new 
menu items next 
time you visit AJÕsI f youÕre in the market for a new gas grill 

this summer, take this advice from Con-
sumer Reports:
1. Bring a magnet when shopping. The 

cheaper varieties of stainless steel are usually 
magnetic and more likely to corrode; if the 
magnet sticks, opt for another model.

2. Look for heavy, stiff grates made of 
thick stainless steel or porcelain-coated, 
heavy cast iron. They sear meat better.

4. Brass Þttings and burners are more du-
rable than those of other materials.

5. DonÕt be swayed by grills with higher 
BTUs; these typically donÕt translate into 
faster heating or better cooking.

6. Look at the grease drainage system; 
the greater the distance between the Þre 
and the grease collector, the less chance of a 
sustained ßare-up.

Six secrets to buying the best grill


